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Blacksburg Master Chorale at a Glance: 

The following information is a quick overview of the Blacksburg Master Chorale.  
Greater detail can be found in the remainder of this handbook.  

 We are a volunteer community based chorus 

 Admission to the chorus is by audition with the artistic director 

 Time commitment: 
o Weekly rehearsals Tuesdays while Tech is in session, from 7:30 PM to 

9:30 PM  
o At least two concert programs per season with the possibility of 

collaboration with other music groups for additional concerts 
o Additional rehearsals possible as a concert approaches 
o The season rehearsal and performance schedule is published at the 

beginning of the year (please see Appendix A for the current schedule) 

 Financial commitment: 
o Dues are $50 per term (semester) 
o Music is ordered by the chorale and is purchased at cost from the 

chorale at the beginning of each term 
o Concert attire-please see the detailed discussion of concert attire.  You 

are responsible for your own concert attire. 

 Personal commitment: 
o Learn your music and sing to create a cohesive sectional sound. 
o Sell tickets such that you share this wonderful music with your friends, 

family and coworkers. 
o Sell program ads, which is an easy way to help promote the chorus. 
o Solicit donations from employers, friends and family. 

 Other volunteer opportunities: 
o Concert site setup and takedown 
o Program/flyer/poster design 
o Marketing 
o Party planning 
o Section leader 

  Board Member  
   

Weekly Rehearsal Schedule: 

Regular weekly rehearsals are held Tuesday evenings at 7:30 PM.  They run until 9:30 
PM, with one break about halfway through the rehearsal. 

 

Weekly Rehearsal Location: 

Regular weekly rehearsals are held at the Blacksburg Presbyterian Church which is 
located at the corner of Church and Eakin streets.  We rehearse in the fellowship hall, 
located on the sanctuary level. 

Auditions: 

Auditions are open for new singers in all parts! Experienced choral singers or 
instrumentalists are encouraged to audition to become a member of the Blacksburg 
Master Chorale for the upcoming season. Auditions are normally held in August and 
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January.   
 
What to expect at the audition: 

o The auditions are done individually with an accompanist. 
o The Artistic Director will have you vocalize to assess vocal range, quality 

and control. 
o Bring a piece of music of any style to sing. Bring 2 copies. 
o Be prepared to sight-sing a selection. 
o The audition will last approximately 15 minutes 

 
Dues: 
Dues are collected each term  and are vital to the fiscal stability of the organization.  
Dues are $50  per term.  Folks who want to sing with us only at Christmas may do so 
for $10.  Plan to bring your own Messiah score. 

Attendance: 

Attendance at all rehearsals is required.  The section leaders (please see the appendix 
for section leader information) take attendance each week.  If you have an emergency 
absence (such as an illness) or a planned absence (such as an out-of-town trip) please 
contact your section leader and inform him or her of the rehearsal(s) you will miss.  
The further in advance you notify your section leader the better.  Two excused 
absences are allowed before each concert. 

Attendance at dress rehearsals is mandatory.  Any absences from dress rehearsals must 
be worked out with the music director prior to the rehearsal if at all possible.  Missing 
a dress rehearsal causes you to miss important information for the performance.  
Unexcused absence from a dress rehearsal will make you ineligible to perform the 
concert. 

Excessive absences give the director the right to exclude you from concert 
performance.  If you miss a dress rehearsal and the director still allows you to 
perform, it is your responsibility to get any information you may have missed from 
your section leader.          

Dress Rehearsal Schedule: 

The dress rehearsal schedule varies from concert to concert.  Concert attire is not 
worn for dress rehearsals. 

Rehearsal Etiquette: 

Our rehearsals are somewhat informal in style.  Yet we pride ourselves on intelligent 
and professional behavior to enhance the rehearsal process.  Maintaining focus on the 
director and the music are the key factors.  Always bring a pencil (with eraser) to 
rehearsals. 

Arriving early allows you to chat with other choir members and to turn your focus 
toward the rehearsal at the appropriate time.   

An occasional joke or “wise-crack” is also part of our rehearsal style.  On the other 
hand, conversations among groups of people during rehearsal or other sideline 
activities is very disrupting.  Turn off or silence cell phones. 
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Questions and comments are a welcome part of the rehearsal process.  There are 
times when instructions given by the director are unclear, or there may be problems 
“finding notes”, or you may even have a helpful suggestion.  At such times a question 
or comment is completely appropriate. 

Members should refrain from making critical comments regarding the musical or vocal 
skill of other members.  Addressing individual members’ weaknesses is the 
responsibility of the director.  

Questions or interruptions at dress rehearsals must be kept to those that are of critical 
importance.  We rely on your courtesy and good judgment in these matters. 

Leave of Absence: 

If you will be gone for an extended period of time please work this out with the 
director.  If you know you will miss too many rehearsals to perform in a given concert 
you should request to take a “leave of absence”.  This maintains your status with the 
choir so that you can simply return to rehearsals after the concert in which you do not 
participate.  After obtaining permission for a leave of absence from the director, 
notify your section leader of the rehearsals and concert you will miss. 

Concert Dress Code: 
Men 

 black tuxedo (or black suit) 

 black bow tie 

 white shirt 

 black socks and black shoes 

Women 

 floor-length black skirt  

 long-sleeved black blouse 

 black hose and black shoes 
 

 DO NOT wear alarm watches.  If you wear a watch avoid looking at it during the 
performance. 

 DO NOT bring a cell phone into the concert hall or turn it off. 

 DO NOT wear perfume, cologne, scented after-shave lotion, scented hair spray, 
or scented deodorant.  Many people have sensitivities or allergies to these 
products.  Please be considerate of your choir neighbors. 

 Please talk to your section leader if you have any questions about the concert 
dress code.   

Music Folders: 

Black music folders are required for all concerts. 

Concert Call: 

Depending on the director’s requirements concert call is anywhere from one to two 
hours before the actual performance.  The director announces call time during the last 
dress rehearsal prior to the concert.  Punctuality is critical.  You should be completely 
dressed in concert attire before the call time, as there may not be a break of 
sufficient length for any last minute preparations. 
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Have all of your music in order before call time.  It can cause much frustration to you 
and much distraction to the choir if you do not have your music in order before call.  
You probably will not have time to get it in order before the concert.  Then it could 
also cause you confusion or even embarrassment during the performance. 

Concert Etiquette: 

Know your part in the performance.  Of course that means knowing the music, but it 
also means what part you play as an individual chorus member in the entire concert. 

 During solo parts, do not follow along in the score; instead, turn to the next choral 
entrance and wait for your cue. 

 Turn pages quietly at sensitive moments. 

 Do not converse on stage, particularly during orchestra warm-up and tuning.  From 
the time you enter the wings you are one of the performers and should act as one. 

 Do not applaud other performers; you are one of the performers too and the 
acknowledgment of the audience is the most important thing at the end of the 
concert.  It is appropriate to congratulate the other musicians at other times, e.g., 
after dress rehearsals or before line up. 

 Enjoy the moment.  Live concert performance offers something neither 
reproducible nor attainable in rehearsals.  That’s why we do this and why people 
come to hear us.  We may make mistakes in concert, try as we might not to.  No 
matter.  Stay present to the music and the experience of making it collectively, 
and show as much as possible that you love doing this. 

 

Who We Are: 

The Blacksburg Master Chorale is a community based volunteer hundred-voice chorus,  
founded in 1988 under the direction of Craig Fields. We welcome our current Music 
Director,  Dwight Bigler, who arrived in Blacksburg in August of 2009. 

The performance and rehearsal season runs from late August to May and includes at 
least two different concert programs.  The Blacksburg Master Chorale is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. 

The Board of Directors is comprised of members of the chorus and non-singing 
individuals from the community with a keen interest in the group. The Board of 
Directors works with the Music Director to set the general artistic direction of the 
ensemble. The Board provides the organizational and financial direction for the 
ensemble, as well. 

Primary sources of revenue for the Blacksburg Master Chorale are: 

 Concert ticket sales 

 Concert program advertisement sales 

 Corporate and government grants 

 Individual donations 

 Membership fees 

Primary expenses for the Blacksburg Master Chorale are: 

 Music director and accompanist fees 

 Instrumentalists fees 

 Program printing 

 Advertising  
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The Music Director: 

Originally from Blackfoot, Idaho, Dwight Bigler recently completed a DMA in Choral 
Conducting at the University of Texas at Austin, where he held a full-time adjunct 
faculty position teaching and performing as a collaborative pianist. He is also the 
Artistic Director of the Austin Singers, a 40-voice ensemble based in Austin, TX. He 
received his BM degree in piano performance and MM in choral conducting from 
Brigham Young University.   
 
Dr. Bigler has extensive choral experience, having served as Assistant Conductor of the 
Dale Warland Singers of St. Paul, MN, as well as directing various choral, opera and 
orchestral groups at the University of Texas and Brigham Young University. He is a 
much sought after pianist, having performed with the Dale Warland Singers, a 
University of Texas master class with Reneè Fleming, Scuola Italia (opera workshop in 
Urbania, Italy), the Bel Canto Scholarship competition, and numerous vocal and 
instrumental recitals. 
 
As a composer, Dwight has choral works published with Oxford University Press and 
Hinshaw Music. 
 

The Accompanist: 

Joetta Petersen is a graduate of James Madison University, where she studied with Dr. 
Marion Perkins.  While at JMU, she performed Maurice Tavel's Sonatine for Piano and 
Norman Dello Joio's Suite for Piano, among other works.  Ms. Petersen has lived in 
Blacksburg for ten years, and this is her seventh year as accompanist for the 
Blacksburg Master Chorale.  During this time she has been a featured artist with the 
Chorale in Rossini's Petite Messe Solennelle, Handel's Messiah, and Durufle's Requiem.  
Currently Ms. Petersen maintains a private piano studio of 35 students and is the 


